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Occasion:  First Sunday in Advent  

Text: Mark 11:1–10 

Date:  November 29th, 2020    

What Jesus Says Comes to Pass! 

Grace, mercy, and peace be unto you from God the Father and Jesus Christ our Lord.    

It must have been eerie for the disciples. They came to Jerusalem with Jesus to celebrate 

the Passover in the Holy City and “. . . when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and 

Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into 

the village in front of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt tied, on 

which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing 

this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will send it back here immediately.’” (Mark 11:1–

3)             

Imagine being with those two, as the Lord sends one of them to obtain the colt for Him. 

Would you be nervous? The Law of Moses required one caught in possession of a stolen 

donkey to pay back double its value. That’s not quite as bad as being caught as a horse thief in 

the Old West, but do you trust Jesus’ instructions to tell anyone who questions you that the Lord 

has need of it and everything will be all right?        

 We know that the disciples struggled to understand Jesus and comprehend the fullness of 

what He told them. When He calms the storm on the Sea of Galilee, they don’t recognize who 

Jesus is as much as they were astonished at His power, saying, “Who then is this that even the 

wind and the sea obey Him?”    
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What is more amazing than Jesus’ instructions, however, is the fact that everything He 

says comes to pass. The disciples are asked what they are doing, they give the answer they had 

been instructed to give and were sent on their way. It’s as if Jesus knew exactly what would 

happen. The eerie thing is that this confirms a significant theme in Mark’s Gospel. That is that 

what Jesus says comes to pass. But if what Jesus says about a donkey comes to pass, what 

does this mean for the disciples who came to Jerusalem with Jesus after He has said that He 

goes to Jerusalem and will be betrayed, arrested, beaten, and executed?    

 This is itself a paradox for the disciples who seek a mighty and powerful Saviour who 

accomplishes victory through strength. Jesus, who clearly has unparalleled wisdom and 

foresight, doesn’t seem to think that He will be able to avoid His own death. Jesus has come to 

save, but He is going to His own death. The chief priests at His crucifixion give voice to this 

seeming paradox, mockingly suggesting, “He saved others; He cannot save himself.  Let the 

Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross that we may see and 

believe” (Mark 15:31–32). Jesus is not the hero that we would invent for ourselves. He is 

the Son of God who reconciles God and Man by becoming Man. He is the fullness of God’s 

self-revelation to us, yet in doing so He becomes the man in whom all humanity must be drawn 

in order to be saved. He is the New Adam and the head of a New Creation, yet He is the creator 

of all.          

Mark presents Jesus as the new Elisha, the great miracle worker of the Old Testament, 

yet He is also the suffering servant foretold by Isaiah. He is the giver of Scripture, yet Scripture 

directs His life and even necessitates His death. Jesus before our Gospel lesson is hailed by 
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blind Bartimaeus as “the Son of David” as he asks for mercy that his sight be restored. Yet this 

great Son of David who is a man after God’s own heart will soon cry out: “My God, My God, 

why have You forsaken Me.”     

Now you might say that none of this would have bothered you if you were one of the 

disciples sent to fetch the colt. You might say that you would not have worried when you 

realized Jesus’ predictions of His own death were drawing close because you trusted that He 

would rise again. Maybe the paradox all makes sense to you and there is no mystery left in the 

Gospel for you.  But I doubt anyone who says that. I don’t believe those who say they would 

never doubt, and it is not only because there are times in my life when I cannot wrap my head 

around what God is doing, but even more so because Jesus Himself was overcome with emotion 

and wonder. He marveled at the unbelief of His hometown. John tells us that at the death of His 

friend Lazarus Jesus wept, even though He knew the power of the resurrection He had come to 

bring that day and on the last day. And on the night of His betrayal, Jesus Himself prays for 

another way.     

In this new church year we ponder what Christ has done; that does not mean that we 

understand it. Even the connections that we can see and which we confess:  how He took on our 

flesh and suffered and died in our place, He ascends so that we might have a home in 

heaven.  We confess this but we do not comprehend it. There is a mystery in the way that God 

works. Let us not reject Jesus, but marvel at His Word.       

 Therefore in our lives as we await His return we may be astonished at how He works, but 

let us not be surprised at how He works. When He strengthens us by drawing out our own 
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weaknesses we should recognize the same Lord at work as He who took on frail flesh to 

conquer our enemies, who died to become victorious. When God seems to be pulling us into the 

depths of our own limitations, He is also revealing Himself to be our God.   

In doing so, God chases us back to His Word—a Word that does not always make sense, 

but always shows that God is at work and, as the apostle says, His weakness is stronger than our 

strength, His folly wiser than our wisdom. This awesome, mysterious, wonderful word draws us 

out of ourselves and into the One who has redeemed us and preserves us as we await His return 

in Glory. Jesus is the one whose Word is fulfilled, and who fulfills every Word of God. 

Therefore when He comes to us is when we most recognize ourselves in the story of God’s 

salvation. For you might long to have been in the crowd receiving Jesus into Jerusalem. What a 

magnificent and remarkable day!  

This was the Day long prophesied that the Lord would return to His temple and rescue 

His people, but how many of those who received Jesus comprehended what it meant that He 

came in the Name of the Lord. Did they go out on Good Friday to watch Him earn their 

salvation? Yet today you and I have the greater opportunity. For Jesus comes to us, not on a 

donkey, but in bread and wine, not to earn your salvation, but to deliver it to you. And so the 

Church on earth joins the crowds in Jerusalem shouting Hosanna, but we also join the angelic 

choirs heard by Isaiah singing, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth, heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory.” What Christ has promised and foretold will surely come to pass. The 

peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.  




